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Contact Us! 

Summer 2018 

@ACAOMedu  

Connect With Us! 

ACAOM Implements New School Tradition 
Effective Fall 2018, ACAOM will adopt a ceremony at new student      
orientation and graduation in which students declare their                 
commitment to assume the responsibilities and obligations of their 
medical profession. 
 
“From this day forward, I pledge and commit myself to the ethical,         
responsible, and diligent practice of my medical profession.  
I will respect and uphold the laws and traditions that govern my           
profession and adhere to its ethical principles, and abide by the Honor 
Codes of American College of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine. 
I will treat my teachers, coworkers, patients, and fellow students with  
respect. I pledge to uphold the highest standards of professional and    
personal integrity and, through my words and actions, encourage others 
to do the same. 
I will hold sacred the professional confidences shared with me. I will enter 
into professional discussions with an open mind and a collegial spirit. 
I promise to honor and serve patients and profession, by striving for the 
highest level of competence in my discipline. I will be a contributing  
member of the community of health professions scholars, and enrich the 
classroom and clinic with my reasoned ideas and opinions. 
I will contribute to the professional advancement of others by sharing 
traditional and innovative methods of practice and mentoring those who 
would gain from my knowledge and experiences. 
I will consistently behave in a way that brings honor upon my College, my 
University and my discipline. I will not glory in my reputation. I will not 
discredit other acupuncturists and medical professionals while I praise 
my own virtues. 
From this day forward, I am a professional, and may my thoughts, words 
and deeds forever proclaim this fact to the society I pledge to serve. 
Thus I shall fulfill my responsibilities and my destiny as a (potential)     
acupuncturist (medical professionals) until I am no longer capable of   
fulfilling my obligations, or until the end of my lifetime.” 
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ACAOM Welcomes Special Guests from Macau            
Polytechnic University and Taipei Medical University  

This semester, ACAOM welcomed 
Dr. Ken Gu and six nursing stu-
dents from Macau Polytechnic   
University. The students visited 
the clinic to learn about acupunc-
ture, herbs, and integrative       
medicine as a part of ACAOM’s 
Integrative Medicine Observation 
Program (IMOP).  
 
Dr. Gu gave a thirty-minute lec-
ture on “How to Develop Research 
Topics in TCM".  His presentation 
included   topics such as “How to 
Formulate a Research Problem” 
and “Research Questions Related 
to TCM”.  
 

 
Dr. Gu has been an Associate Professor at the Macau Polytechnic Institute since 2003 teaching    
Statistics, Epidemiology, Research and Traditional Chinese Medicine.  His education includes a    
degree in Traditional Chinese Medicine from China, a M.A. in Community Health from Brooklyn    
College, and a Ph.D. in Epidemiology from University of Texas Health Science Center at                   
Houston.  Previously he worked in epidemiological research in Singapore and the U.S. for several 
years, and has many publications to his name.   
 
He was also an instructor at ACAOM from 
1994-1996. He has many publications rang-
ing from Depression and Personal Wellbeing 
Index in Macao Adults and Personal Wellbe-
ing Index in the Elderly who Visit the Day 
Care Centers in Macao, Hong Kong and 
Guangzhou.  
 
Taipei Medical University nursing students 
also visited ACAOM this summer and were 
welcomed in the auditorium to learn about 
our programs. The students took a tour of 
our clinic, listened to a presentation, and had 
a networking lunch afterwards on campus.  
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ACAOM Community Outreach Program 

ACAOM Interns continue to reach out to the community to raise awareness of acupunc-
ture and oriental medicine. If you are an intern at ACAOM and you are in need of clinic 
points make sure to look out for any opportunities to earn points that Melisa sends to 
your email or posts on populi! Signing up is on a first-come-first-served basis. We may 
send you volunteer opportunities to do any of the following:  
 
-Giving a presentation or workshop about acupuncture, herbs, and wellness 
-Giving a Traditional Chinese Wellness check. 
-Health fair booth setting 
*Remember - Interns need to earn 3 clinic points total to graduate! 

Intern IV Soledad Duffy giving a presentation 
about acupuncture to retirees at Belmont 
Village Senior Living. 

Interns Jae Park, IV and Jessica Yang, II giving a 
presentation about acupuncture and TCM at Love 
Presbyterian Korean Church. 

Quality Enhancement Plan 

The QEP (Quality Enhancement Plan) for ACAOM is 
to Enhance Patient Communication & Western       
Assessment Skills in order to Improve Students’   
Success professionally. The plan is currently being 
implemented in the clinic, where all students’     
training will be put to practice. Every semester      
students receive their training at clinic orientation 
and relevant courses, such as “Counseling and        

Patient Communication” and “Western Diagnostic Methods”. ACAOM will analyze the     
results of the plan by the end of fall 2018 to determine whether or not improvements 
have been made and if we need to make adjustments to the plan in order to ensure       
success for ACAOM  students in their future professions.  
If you have any questions about QEP, email: aguinara@acaom.edu 
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ACAOM Seminar: Theories Behind Acupuncture 

ACAOM hosted a free seminar on “Theories behind Acupuncture” Saturday, April 28 from 
1-2 PM by President John Paul Liang on campus in the auditorium. Admissions was free 
and seating was arranged on a first-come-, first-served basis.  

Registrar update 

NCCAOM Update 
This past May, NCCAOM made two significant changes to their testing policies that will 
impact many students. Immediately upon learning this information, we joined with the 
Council of Colleges of Acupuncture & Oriental Medicine (CCAOM) in formally protesting 
these changes. Soon after, the NCCAOM announced that they would be instituting the 
changes, but have postponed the start dates. Below is a summary of the changes: 
 
Starting November 1, 2018, the pre-graduation option for testing will be eliminated;  
Starting on this date, only graduates will be eligible to take board exams. 
 
Starting January 1, 2020, all board exams will be administered in a linear exam format 
rather than the current adaptive format.  The current adaptive format allows students to 
test at any time. While the linear format is being implemented, the tests will only be 
available for 4 two-week testing windows throughout the year with specific windows of 
time open for registration. These time periods have not been published yet. The format of 
the tests will be slightly different as well. The linear tests will have more questions and a 
longer time period allotted for the test. Unfortunately, preliminary pass/fail status will 
not be available upon completion of these tests. Official notifications of test results will be 
mailed about a month after the conclusion of the exam administration period. 

Your SGA is working on a list of book recommendations that we can post in the library 
for all students.  If you have any favorite books that have helped you in your studies 
that you would like to contribute to the list, please let one of your SGA representatives 
or the Admin staff know, and we will add it to the list.   
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Financial Aid and Compliance Updates 
The financial aid award year runs from Fall--> Spring --> 

Summer. That means you must file your FAFSA soon for 

the new 18-19 academic year. Log into fafsa.ed.gov to   

complete your FAFSA for Fall, then submit your Financial 

Aid Request Form after you know how many credits you 

will take. Contact Theresa in Financial Aid 

at tligon@acaom.edu with any questions. 

Lost and Found 

Don’t forget ACAOM keeps a lost and found box in administration.     

If you recently lost anything, it could be in the administration      

office! 

DAOM Updates 

On that weekend Dr. Jiao will also be teaching OM713 “Classical Literature in Women’s 

Health”. Dr. Huang will be teaching the DAOM program on October 20th weekend and will 

cover BS721 “Clinical Gynecological Pathophysiology”. The November 10th weekend will 

be a Clinical Training Weekend, and Dr. Jiao will be teaching “Classic & Modern Herbology 

Study” in December. 

ACAOM Gains Access to Cochrane Library 
As of May 1, ACAOM now has access to the Cochrane Library through the EBSCOhost 
search platform. This is the same platform we currently access Medline with Full 
Text. This will make searching Cochrane easier, and you will have one less username and 
password to remember. Also, you will be able to search Medline and Cochrane at the same 
time. You will be able to access EBSCOhost from anywhere by using the username name 
and password listed on the Library Information Sheet posted on Populi. There are also 
instructions on how to access it posted as well. If you have any questions about the 
change, you can email the librarians at library@acaom.edu. 
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ACAOM Student Completes Externship in Taipei, Taiwan 

ACAOM student Jin “Frank” Sha completed his externship at Taipei Medical University in 
Taipei, Taiwan. Taipei Medical University was founded in 1960, has expanded into a 
world class university with ten colleges, 6,000 students per year, five hospitals, and more 
than 40,000 alumni around the world. After reporting to the secretary of Pharmacognosy 
College, they arranged Jin to follow Dr. Wang, who is the chair of the Pharmacognosy    
College. 

On Apr.18th, Jin Sha was invited to attend a seminar to discuss the discovery of the     
pharmaceutical value of ocean organisms with Dr. Lin from Shanghai JiaoTong University 
and Dr. He from NingBo University along with other professors and students in the     
Pharmacognosy college.  
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Mr. Sha also got to observe experiments in different labs and join an ongoing experiment 
as well. He also took a visit to the pharmacy in TMU where he got to see their herbs and an 
herb extract/bagging machine! “You can put one day’s herb into the machine and choose 
the suitable plastic bag, the herb will be bagged and sealed, how convenient!” 
 
On the last day of his exchange, he was awarded a certificate of exchange program. “I am 
so grateful to all the professors and students in TMU. Dr. Wang even set up a farewell 
lunch for me, blessed my future endeavors, and wished the friendship between the two 
colleges to become deeper.”, said Jin.  
 

 
“I spent three weekends in Taipei City to see the Taipei 101 Building, The palace museum, 
Jiu Fen Old street, Zhong Zheng Memorial, and many other famous tourist destinations. 
There are so many more wonderful places to go! Someday, I will revisit Taiwan and          
explore.” 
 
Jin’s Recommendations to Future Exchange Students: 
 
1. Prepare at the beginning of the semester; do not let any missing paper work stop your 

trip. 
2. Use the spare time to travel Taipei; there are so many amazing buildings and food 

there. Explore the Asian culture! 
3. Do not hesitate to ask for help, most professors and students speak English fluently. 
4. Enjoy the convenient facility in a large campus, even as a temporary student 
5. Learn some Chinese, which will surely benefit your trip and future study of TCM. 
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The College is focusing on continuously improving 
its student services program. In the most recent 
analysis of students dropping out of the program, 
the two main reasons for the drop out are medical 
and family reasons.  Students at the college already 
receive free treatments while they are enrolled in 
the program.   
As an extension, the college will now provide         
discounted treatments to family and any close       

individuals who are in need of treatments. Close family and friends are a key part of the 
support for students, and the administration would like to extend this service to help with 
any medical issues that they may have. 
Students who are interested can pick up discounted treatments at the Registrar's             
office. This will be a pilot test to determine if this is a popular program.   
The discounted program will be evaluated in one year and if not utilized, then it may be 
cancelled. 

Discounted Treatments for Family and Friends  

New ACAOM Store Item Available for Purchase 

 
 School t-shirt $15 
 School cap $15 
 School polo shirt $20 
 Sharps container small $8 
 Sharps container large $10 
 Ear Set $23.82 
 Cupping Set $21.00 

 
 
 Chart – Acupoints (large) $7.50 
 (small) $6.00 
 Chart – 5 Elements $7.50 
 Acupine $15.00 
 Male models $30.00 
 Herb CDs $5.00 

ACAOM has a new T-shirt available in the color gray, and new male models. 
Stop by administration to make your purchase and show ACAOM spirit! 
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ACAOM Obtains New Student Printer/Copier 
ACAOM has a new copier/printer in the office for student use. You can use it to make   
copies or print from the library computers. When you are printing or copying, it will now 
ask you for your access code. Your code is the last 5 digits of your ACAOM student ID#, 
which can be found in Populi under the “Student” tab or on your student ID. When you are 
printing from the library computers, you will need to make sure you choose the correct 
printer to send the document to. In the pop-up print window, you’ll want to choose the 
“Library Savin MP6002 64 bit” printer.  Starting this month, we will receive a report of all 
print jobs and will send you a bill for any pages copied or printed monthly.  Copies/print 
jobs are 10 cents per page. The amount you owe will show on your Populi financial tab. 
Please see Vicki, Melisa or Sonia in administration if you have any questions or problems 

ACAOM Students Invited to Brazil 
ACAOM students are invited by the Brazilian College of Chinese Medicine (EBRAMEC), the 
largest Chinese medicine institution in Brazil, for an educational clinical visit to Sao Paulo 
on August 19 to August 31, 2018.  There will be a Brazilian barbecue welcome lunch on 
August 18, 2018 hosted by EBRAMEC. 
Total of 25 period of study: 15 periods of clinical practice and 
10 periods of private classes in English, covering: 
Mei Rong Zhen Jiu: Cosmetic Acupuncture 
Fu Zhen Liao Fa: Abdominal Acupuncture 
Chu Zhen Liao Fa: Pestle Needle Therapy 
Registration fee is $1400 per student.  Flight, lodging, and 
transportation are not included.  Certificate of completion will 
be granted with the total amount of hours of clinical practice 
and private classes.  To register please fill out registration form 
and email to admissions@acaom.edu 
For more information about EBRAMEC visit 
www.embramec.edu.br 

Annual Student Survey Coming Soon 
The Annual Student Survey is being updated by faculty and staff and 
will be sent out soon. The anonymous answers that students provide 
on this important survey are used by all departments as part of our 
continual assessment and improvement, and we urge all students to 
complete one. The survey will be sent out by email soon! 
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Student Services Available 

Students who wish to receive academic support for missed class, preparation of comprehensive 
exams, or review any portion of course materials should consult their advisor and schedule for 
tutoring services as needed. 
ACAOM Tutors:  
 Chaohui Xu cxu@acaom.edu (Acupuncture) 
 Jin Sha jsha@acaom.edu (Acupuncture, Biomedicine, Herbs I, II, III.) 

The Leadership Team and counselors provide basic counseling for 
students. For more extensive issues, the staff will refer a student to   certified personnel to      
provide counseling. Some organizations offer sliding scale for students based on their income, 
such as www.interfacesamaritan.org  
Contact: Family Services of Greater Houston 713-861-4849 www.familyservices.org 

Students who are enrolled at ACAOM for six (6) semester hours or more     dur-
ing a semester are entitled to acupuncture treatments in the on-campus clinic at no charge. 
Should herbal prescriptions be needed, the student will receive discounts on the cost of the 
herbs. These benefits are only for regularly enrolled and attending students during any semester 
they are an active student. Students receiving discounts can receive treatments when times are 
available. Priority in times will be  given to regular patients. Students who failed to give             
cancellation notice 24 hours prior to their appointment is subject to $10 no show fee.  
Call or visit the clinic: 713-780-9786 

Students with disabilities have equality of access to College’s classes 
and programs. Those who have special needs with academic adjustments and auxiliary aids 
should consult their faculty and submit requests for academic support. 

Each new student is assigned to an academic advisor, which information 
is provided prior to orientation. Academic advising is available to students  every semester.     
Students should consult their academic advisors prior to register for new courses. Advising can 
be done in person, via phone, email or Populi.  
Check Populi to see who your advisor is. 

Students can take review courses to prepare for each of the four 
NCCAOM exam. The review courses are free for first time takers, any students repeating the 
courses will pay the tuition fee of auditing a class. See the summer schedule for upcoming review 
classes.  

Library hours are posted each semester. Online library resources are      
available both on and off campus at all times. Students can submit special requests to the          
librarian directly via library@acaom.edu
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Mission 

Vision 


